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The Word of Christ Is the One Thing Needed  
 

“The Lord appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre” (Gen. 
18:1) and received his hospitality. But Abraham received the 
gracious promise of a son. Though Abraham and Sarah were 
very old, nothing is “too hard for the Lord” (Gen. 18:14). His 
Word appointed the time and fulfilled the promise. In the sa-
me way, the Lord Jesus “entered a village” and received 
Martha’s hospitality (Luke 10:38). “Martha was distracted with 
much serving” because she was “anxious and troubled about 
many things” (Luke 10:40–41), but her sister, Mary, “sat at the 
Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching” (Luke 10:39). The ser-
vice of love is no sin, but “one thing is necessary” for both faith 
and love — the Word of Christ (Luke 10:42). Thus, the minis-
ters of Christ are sent “to make the word of God fully known, 
the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed 
to his saints” (Col. 1:25–26). 



Prelude 

 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn:  904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; 
(st. 4): tr. unknown, alt. 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 



 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us for-
giveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punish-
ment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter suffer-
ings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 
me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit       Psalm 119:57–64; antiphon: v. 105 

 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 
The Lord is my | portion;* 
 I promise to | keep your words. 
I entreat your favor with | all my heart;* 
 be gracious to me according to your | promise. 
When I think | on my ways,* 
 I turn my feet to your testi- | monies; 
I hasten and do | not delay* 
 to keep your com- | mandments. 
Though the cords of the wicked en- | snare me,* 
 I do not for- | get your law. 
At midnight I rise to | praise you,* 
 because of your just and righ- | teous decrees. 
I am a companion of all who | fear you,* 
 of those who keep your | precepts. 
The earth, O Lord, is full of your | steadfast love;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 

 

 

 
 



Kyrie         Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis      Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing needful that by 
Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading      Genesis 18:1–14 

  The Lord appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the 
heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 
and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water 
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, while I bring a morsel of 
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to 
your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham went quickly into the tent to 
Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to 
the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 
Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he 
stood by them under the tree while they ate. 



They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” The Lord said, “I will surely 
return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at 
the tent door behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had 
ceased to be with Sarah. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I 
have pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 
that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you about this time 
next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual:  sung by the cantor    Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt. 

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news, 
 who publish peace and bring good news of salvation. 
Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. 

 

Epistle         Colossians 1:21–29 

 You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his 
body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if 
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you 
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s 
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister according to the stew-
ardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden 
for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great 
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him 
we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone ma-
ture in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia 

 
Holy Gospel         Luke 10:38–42 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 
  



 
  
 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed 
him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his 
teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you 
not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has 
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life T everlasting. Amen  
 



Hymn of the Day:  536 One Thing’s Needful 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heinrich Schröder, 1667–99; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Tune: Adam Krieger, 1634–66, Text and tune: Public domain,  



Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Offertory        Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception of the Offering 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface     2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form 
of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the 
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

Sanctus       Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Lord’s Prayer        Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



The Words of Our Lord  

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini        John 20:19 

 



 
 

Agnus Dei        John 1:29 

  

 

 

 

 
 



 
  

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

731 O God, Forsake Me Not 

 

 

 

 
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 



Nunc Dimittis        Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Thanksgiving         Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 



 

 
Benedicamus        Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction       Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Closing Hymn:  728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



Postlude 

“Toccata in G,” by P. Giovanni Battista Martini 

 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Ver-

sion®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House  


